
Gilman pirates rock!
Middle School SCIENCE

2023-2024

All students are required to have:
❏ two composition, college-ruled notebooks
❏ pencils

Note: Classroom sets of colored pencils, markers, 
scissors, and glue will be provided. Some calculators 
will be available as well.  If you choose to purchase a 
calculator, please purchase a scientific calculator 
similar to the TI-30Xa for all future middle and high 
school science classes.

Supplies

Email

Students and parents can 
contact me via email at 

tsteinbach@gilman.k12.wi.us with any 
questions or concerns about science 

class or academic progress.

The class website, www.PirateSci.com, 
should be of use to you throughout the 

school year. There will be a weekly calendar 
of what we are doing in class each day on 

the Assignment Board webpage.

AMPLIFY Science
Enter Our Class @:

my.amplify.com
(Click the “Log In with Google” button.) 

What Will We Be Learning?
We hope that you find a way to follow your curiosities and discover some amazing 
nooks of science for yourself! Here is a list of some of what we will cover:

● Laboratory Safety, Equipment, and Technique
● Scientific Inquiry and Experimental Design
● Scientific Writing and Argumentation
● Plate Motion
● Rock Transformations
● Phase Change
● Chemical Reactions
● Populations and Resources
● Matter and Energy in Ecosystems

● Develop a broad base of science content 
knowledge for future study in science.

● Obtain the skills to design, carry out, and 
report laboratory investigations.

● Meet the science curriculum content 
standards for students completing middle 
school science in WI.

● Create the habits of a scientist.
● Nurture a love of learning and of doing 

science!
GOALS

with Mrs. Steinbach

Sci
Pirate

mailto:tsteinbach@gilman.k12.wi.us
http://www.mrspscience.com/
http://www.piratesci.com
http://piratesci.com/assignboard.html#MS_sci
http://my.amplify.com/login/gilman-sd


Grading Your grade will be determined by making a number of checks for scientific understanding and practices. 
Through these assessments, your mastery or proficiency level will be determined. Your proficiency level will 
then be converted to a percentage equivalent/point value for Infinite Campus calculation purposes.
● Pre-Check for Understanding/Practices (i.e., What do you already know?)

○ Will happen before a unit of learning and as practice before a test.
○ Grades will be added to the gradebook as a raw score (e.g., 3 out of 14),
○ Grades will not increase or decrease your overall grade.
○ Will include assignments like Pre-Tests, Post-Practice Tests, Forward Exam Prep, etc.

● Mid-Check for Understanding/Practices (i.e., How is your learning going?)
○ Will happen throughout a unit of learning.
○ Grades will be added based on proficiency.

■ 10 = advanced, 8.5 = proficient, 7.5 = developing, and 6.5 = beginning
○ Grades will count in the gradebook for 40% of your overall grade.
○ You can choose to REDO any of these assignments for FULL credit, unless turned in late.
○ Will include assignments like Amplify Homework, Notebook Checks, STEM Project Checks, etc.

● End-Check for Understanding/Practices (i.e., How much did you learn?)
○ Will happen at the end of a chapter and/or unit of learning.
○ Grades will be added based on proficiency.

■ 40-36 = advanced, 35-32 = proficient, 31-28 = developing, and 27-0 = beginning
■ 20-18.5 = advanced, 14-12 = proficient, 11-8 = developing, and 7-0 = beginning

○ Grades will count in the gradebook for 60% of your overall grade.
○ Will include assignments like Tests, Sum It Up! Quizzes, Scientific Explanations (a.k.a., CERs), 

STEM Projects, etc.
● Portrait of a Gilman Graduate (i.e., Are you life ready?)

○ Will happen periodically throughout the year.
○ You will self-assess your own readiness.  Thus, grades will not increase or decrease your overall 

grade.

Try As Hard As You Can to be in Class Everyday!
Your absence does not excuse you from class work.  Please check the Assignment 
Board on our Pirate Sci website to see what you missed!
 
It is your responsibility to get missed papers and assignments on the day you return 
and submit the assignment(s) to Mrs. Steinbach by the due date plus however many 
days you were absent. If an assignment was given before your absence, that 
assignment is to be completed and returned on the day you return to school.

Absences

Coursework must be turned in when requested.  Doing otherwise is detrimental to your 
academic progress. To help, in most cases, you will be provided with a floating deadline. 
For example, your lab scientific explanation will be due on Monday, Tuesday, or Wednesday 
of next week. An extension may be given for an emergency/special situation.  Our late 
work policy is as follows:
● Work submitted late will be allowed a maximum score of 70%.
● Unit work will not be accepted after the completion of that unit with the 

exceptions of tests and projects or teacher approval.

Late 
Work



Rules and Consequences

Our class will be conducted under the discipline code published in the Gilman Student Handbook. In addition, there will be 
particular emphasis on the following:
1. TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR LEARNING…  Have pride in yourself and your science studies.  Be curious and ask 

questions.  Dig in, stay focused, and contribute your thoughts and skills.  Hard work today will help you to have the 
future life you are dreaming of.

2. BE PRESENT AND PREPARED…  Don’t miss a day to learn something new and become a better person.  Be 
present for scheduled class periods and participate fully from start to finish. Be prepared by doing the work necessary to 
achieve the learning (e.g., take notes, complete practice problems, etc.). Don't let your personal device(s), etc. distract 
you. Presence and preparedness are essential to maximize your learning experience.

3. BE SAFE IN THE LAB…  Your safety and the safety of your classmates and I is important.  You will be required to 
sign and abide by a student safety contract, as well as always follow class lab/activity directions in order to participate 
fully.  If you fail to do so, you will not be allowed to participate in laboratory activities and you will not have opportunity for 
make-up.

4. TAKE CARE OF OUR CLASSROOMS…  Help me to keep our resources, supplies, and lab materials in great condition.  I 
love our classrooms and I hope you do too.  Keep your tables and lab stations clean and free of doodles.  (If you can’t 
resist the urge, doodle in your notebook.)  If something is broken, report it to me right away.  If the lighting or room 
temperature is not quite right, let me know and I will do my best to get it fixed.  We will work best in a nice, neat, and 
clean classroom.

A Note from 
Mrs. STeinbach

Consequences for poor decisions:
★ First Offense… Warning (unless your behavior is chronic or you are 

jeopardizing safety)
★ Second Offense... School detention (and a call home depending on the 

offense)
★ Third Offense... Consequences determined by the Principal

ProfessionalISM Policy

CONDUCT YOURSELF PROFESSIONALLY WITH KINDNESS AND 
INTEGRITY… Because learning is currently our number one 
occupation, professional appearance and conduct matters. Be a 
team player. Share your ideas and talents with your classmates, but 
do so with kindness and integrity.  Academic dishonesty (e.g., 
cheating and plagiarism) in any portion of your academic work is a 
serious offense. More importantly, academic dishonesty will hurt you 
in your attempt at future coursework that relies on the learning.

I expect you to improve and exercise your 
good character. Students with good character 

exhibit appropriate behavior, come to class 
with a prepared with a positive attitude, are 

pleasant towards their classmates and 
teachers, and do their best work at all times. 

I believe in you and 
your ability to be successful!


